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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 
Stillwater Funding Runs Dry 

 
REDDING – The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) has put a project to extend the State Route 
44 freeway east to Palo Cedro and construct an interchange at Stillwater Drive on hold indefinitely.  With a 
remaining cost of $68 million in today's dollars, Caltrans and the Shasta County Regional Transportation Planning 
Agency (RTPA) determined there are insufficient funds to build the project. 
 
Dan Little, Executive Director of the RTPA, stated "The state and federal transportation funding picture has 
become bleak since this project was first considered in 1999.  The combination of a flat gas tax, inflated 
construction costs, and growing maintenance needs on existing roads and bridges has put projects like this out of 
reach." 
 
On February 23, 2006, Caltrans conducted an informational meeting at Bishop Quinn High School to consider a 
scaled back project that would construct the Stillwater interchange but forgo the freeway widening.  Even this 
project, with an $8.9 million price tag, does not rise high enough on the Caltrans or RTPA priority lists to program 
the state's limited congestion-relief funds. 
 
"State and federal revenues are not keeping pace to accommodate traffic from local growth.  We can't keep up 
with congestion in our urban centers let alone our urban fringes.  We all want to avoid the big-city gridlock we see 
in other regions; it's going to involve tough decisions that balance public improvement costs with the social and 
economic costs of being stuck in traffic" stated Little.  
 
The 2008 Regional Transportation Improvement Program (RTIP), which determines how to spend diminishing 
state funds on a growing list of congestion-relief projects in the region, is scheduled for adoption by the RTPA 
February 26.  Both the Stillwater project and a project to realign curves on State Route 299 at Buckhorn Grade 
are recommended to be tabled for RTIP spending.  A project to begin environmental studies to widen a segment 
of Interstate 5 to six lanes between the Bonnyview and State Route 44 interchanges is recommended instead.  
 
The RTPA meeting is scheduled for February 26, 2008, at 4:00PM at the Shasta County Board of Supervisor’s 
Chambers, at 1450 Court Street. The public is welcome to attend and provide input on this plan. 
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NOTE: An electronic version of this news release and an aerial photo are available on the internet at the 
following web address:  http://www.dot.ca.gov/dist2/roadinfo.htm 

 


